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REMARKS 

Claims 3-9 are pending in the present application. The Examiner rejected claims 3, 4, 6, 
8 and 9 under § 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Boyers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,982,006 
Bl) and claims 5 and 7 under § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boyers in view of Matsuwaka 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,065,489) in a final Office Action. Applicants herewith submit a request for 
continued examination and submit this Amendment as the requisite submission pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §1.114. With entry of this Amendment, Applicants amend claims 3, 5 and 6, cancel claim 4 
without prejudice and add new claims 1 0 and 1 1 . Reexamination and reconsideration are 
respectfully requested. 

Claim 3 

The present invention, as set forth in independent claim 3, is directed to a substrate 
processing system. The system comprises a supply device that has a capacity to supply a first 
processing fluid to only a subset of the processing units simultaneously. The system comprises a 
controller that controls a substrate conveyor according to a predetermined loading schedule. If an 
error or abnormality occurs in a processing unit carrying out treatment, the controller change the 
loading schedule such that the substrate conveyor loads substrates into the processing units other 
than the processing unit in which the error or abnormality occurred. The timing at which the 
substrate conveyor loads substrates into these remaining units is also delayed. 

Applicants have amended claim 3 to recite "wherein the controller is configured to 
control the substrate conveyer so that the conveyer loads the substrates into the first processing units 
by turns at T/(N-n) intervals according to a predetermined loading schedule, where T is a time 
period necessary for carrying out the first treatment in each of the first processing units by using the 
first processing fluid" and "wherein the controller is configured so that if any error or abnormality in 
the first treatment occurs in one of the first processing units, the controller changes the loading 
schedule such that the substrate conveyer loads the substrates into the first processing units other 
than said one of the first processing units after the error or abnormality, and the timing at which the 
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substrate conveyer loads substrates into the first processing units is delayed after the error or 
abnormality occurs." 

Support for these amendments is found throughout the specification and figures 
including, without limitation, page 24, line 25 to page 25, line 9; page 34, line 16 to page 35, line 14 
and Fig. 9. 

In Boyers, the discussion of the high throughput operation at Cols. 38 and 39, Fig. 8 and 
Table 17 fails to disclose or suggest at all a controller that is configured to change the loading 
schedule if an error or abnormality occurs. For example, there is no discussion of loading substrates 
in processing units other than the unit in which the error or abnormality occurred. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully submit that claim 3 is not anticipated by Boyers. 

* 

Dependent Claims 4-9 

In view of the amendments to claim 3, Applicants have canceled claim 4 without 

prejudice. Applicants have amended claim 5 to recite "so that the supply device supplies " 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request the Examiner withdraw the objections to claims 5 and 
7. Applicants have amended claim 6 to correct a minor informality. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claims 6, 8 and 9 are not anticipated by Boyers for at 
least the reasons set forth above with respect to claim 3 . 

With respect to claims 5 and 7, Applicants respectfully submit that Matsuwaka does not 
make up for the deficiencies of Boyers given that it was merely cited for its disclosure of flow 
control devices. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 5 and 7 are patentable over 
Boyers and Matsuwaka. 
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New Claims 1 0 and 1 1 

New claims 1 0 and 1 1 depend from claim 3 and further define how the loading schedule 
is changed. Support for these claims is found throughout the specification and figures including, 
without limitation, at page 35, lines 6-14 and Fig. 9. 

In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 
to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
pass this application to issue. 

If, for any reason, the Examiner finds the application other than in condition for 
allowance, Applicants request that the Examiner contact the undersigned attorney at the Los Angeles 
telephone number (213) 892-5630 to discuss any steps necessary to place the application in 
condition for allowance. 



Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, Applicants petition for any 

* 

required relief including extensions of time and authorize the Commissioner to charge the cost of 
such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit 
Account No. 03-1952 referencing Docket No. 199372005200. 



In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
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Respectfully submitted 
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